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attention again to Burma. Then, when he was casting round for
fresh vantage points, from which to attack his English rivals, a
Mon envoy appeared at Pondicherry to solicit his aid against the
Burmese. He promised men and munitions; and, as a prelimin-
ary step, sent the Sieur de Bruno to examine the situation. Bruno
arrived at Pegu in July 1751. Soon aftenvards he wrote to his
chief that with a few hundred well-disciplined French troops it
would be an easy matter to gain control over the Irrawaddy
delta; and Dupleix wrote home pressing for the necessary
military support to undertake the project.
Governor Saunders of Madras, ever on the watch to circum-
vent Dupleix's designs, heard rumours of a French plan to
intervene in Burma. His information pointed to a possible
occupation of the island of Negrais, and he wrote at once to
the Directors urging that the East India Company should fore-
stall the French by seizing the place. As soon as he learnt of
Bruno's mission to Pegu, without waiting for a reply from
London, he despatched a small expedition under Captain
Thomas Taylor to survey the island. He also invested Robert
Westgarth, a private trader at Syriam, with the title of Resident,
and commissioned him to negotiate with the Mons for its cession.
Taylor found the local officials so hostile that, after a brief
and cursory survey, he went on to Pegu to add his weight to
Westgarth's solicitations. The Mon government doggedly
opposed any form of settlement at Negrais. Bruno's influence
was supreme, and he had a firm ally in, the Heir Apparent, who
was reported to be the dominant personality in the government.
The Englishmen were up against a brick wall.
News of this reached Thomas Saunders in March 1753.
Meanwhile Taylor had reported adversely on Negrais: it was
useless as a trading station and decidedly unhealthy. On
receiving this report he was somewhat embarrassed to hear
from the Directors that they enthusiastically supported the plan
to occupy the island. But as soon as he heard that Bruno was so
high in favour at Pegu, he threw oif all hesitation and sent a
strong expedition, which on 26 April, 1753, took possession of
the island.
It was a mistaken move. Dupleix had never been in a position
to plant a settlement there. At almost the same time as Saunders